
EPA must consider the public health, regulatory and media implications ofeach of its steps related to 
perchlorate regulation. 

Coordinated federal agency review is critical. Rushing forward - even on notice - without adequate 
input from other agencies will have adverse public health consequences, and unintended negative effects 
on all drinking water regulatory programs, and on voluntary, state, and Federal eleanup efforts. 

POTENTIAL ADVERSE PUBLIC HEALTH CONSEQUENCES 

Media-generated "health scares" based on misconceptions of new studies or unclear understanding of 
regulatory objectives usually create a false perception of risk and lead to worse dietary choices. There 
have been numerous "health scares" in the media during EPA's review of perchlorate. 

•	 Milk: Since milk is likely to contain low perchlorate levels, parents may question milks' safety and 
choose other beverages to the health detriment of older children. 

•	 Fruits and Vegetables: USDA and FDA recommend a diet rich in fresh fruits and vegetables for 
children and adults despite detection of perchlorate in these foods. Food scares, with fruits and 
vegetables under scrutiny. would drive consumers to foods with less nutritional value and would 
reduce public health. 

•	 Child Nutrition: Consider impacts ofa drinking water health advisory that is below what can be 
reliably detected in tap water-one which puts public confidence at risk for all foods, including human 
breast milk. For example, concerned mothers may simply abandon brcastfeeding. Without adequate 
guidance. calls may flood pediatrician offices. Health care professionals will need to be equipped to 
help parents make the right choices. 

IMPLICATIONS FOR OTHER DRINKING WATER STANDARDS, ADVISORIES AND 
CLEANUP 

Proposing an unnecessarily low health advisory based on particular subpopulations would be a dramatic 
departure from current drinking water policy. 

•	 In the Clinton Administration, EPA specifically rejected arguments for setting Maximum 
Contaminant Level Goals (MCLG's) based on body weight/drinking water consumption of pregnant 
women or infants for chlorite and chlorine dioxide. Like perchlorate, the reference dose for chlorite 
and chlorine dioxide already included consideration of infants and other sensitive populations. 

•	 Changing the approach for perchlorate would raise the question of why EPA does not revise all 
Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) to the concentration equivalent to infant exposure 
assumptions. 
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CLEANUP DELAYS 

Previous changes to EPA'5 draft reference dose and interim standards have caused delays in remediation 
projects. Clear guidance to states and EPA regions is critical for other cleanup projects to move 
forward. 

COORDINATED FEDERAL AGENCY REVIEW: RIGOROUS AND TRANSPARENT 

•	 HHS agencies should provide clear guidance on the safety of breastfceding and guidance to parents 
of young infants and to medical practitioners. 

•	 FDA should update its perchlorate guidance for food and reassure the public of the safety of food 
supplies. Tfinfant health is of particular concern, FDA's guidance should address the importance of 
infant nutrition. 

•	 USDA should provide comparable guidance in its food safety regulatory programs. 

•	 USTR should coordinate a message to major US trading partners to minimize the impact on US 
exports. 

•	 EPA should reaffirm that its cleanup guidance for perchlorate remains in effect while EPA receives 
public comment and considers a final determination. 

PERCIILORATE SCIENCE: A RELIABLE SAFETY NET AGAINST PREDICTABLE, 
ADVERSE PUBLIC HEALTH AND POLICY CONSEQUENCES. 

•	 Five decades of scientific investigation, including National Academy of Sciences (NAS) review, are 
clear and consistent low levels of perchlorate are not dangerous to public health. 

•	 NAS: Adverse effects from percWorate are only proposed at high levels and have not been 
demonstrated in humans. 

•	 NAS: All sensitive subpopulations, including infants, would be protected by the drinking water 
equivalent of EPA's reference dose, 15 pans per billion (Ppb). 

•	 Since 2005, no credible, peer-reviewed studies have found adverse health effects from 
environmental levels of perchlorate, including the CDC study in early 2009. 

•	 Perchlorate is found naturally throughout the water envirorunent in the 0.5 to IS ppb range. USGS 
and oilier researchers have measured perchlorate in rain, geologic formations, and rivers and aquifers 
throughout the United States. 
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